
  

 

“Celebrating and 
Sharing the Love of 

Jesus Christ”  

April 
 2018   

Pastor Jon and Sister Jennie are delighted to 
share with you that, as most of you have hopefully 
already heard by now, Sister Jennie is pregnant. 
We have long desired to have three children, but 
wanted to wait until we were settled in here to be 
open to such a big change in our lives. Our prayers 
were answered--and then some! We learned some 
weeks ago that we will not only be welcoming a 
third child into the world in late September or early 
October, but that he or she will be bringing a 
fraternal twin along for the adventure! 

Sister Jennie is adjusting to the extra demands of 
carrying two instead of one. We are both already 
beginning to make plans for taking family leave 
upon their birth and will share those well in 
advance. Our absences will be shorter than a 
sabbatical but longer than a standard vacation. 
The rest will be determined in conversation with 
our Congregation Council. 

 

 

 

Caleb and Allie are very excited. In fact, Caleb may 
be partly to blame: He’s been asking for months for 
a little brother for himself--and a little sister for 
Allie. We carefully explained that that’s not how 
these things work, but maybe he was onto 
something. We don’t know whether it’s two boys, 
two girls or one of each yet, but we plan to find out 
and should know relatively soon. 

This has been so much fun to share with y’all and 
we know there’s more fun to come. But our hearts 
are also with many of you who have wanted to 
have children but been unable to do so, or been 
unable to have as many as you’d have liked, or 
who have suffered--perhaps silently and largely 
alone--through miscarriages or stillbirths. We don’t 
want our joy to overshadow your pain, and please 
know that you can always come to us--sharing 
your pain will not overshadow our joy!  

Thank you for the privilege to walk alongside and 
minister with you to folks here in Tulsa and 
beyond. 

- - Pastor Jon and Sister Jennie 

An Announcement from the Myers Family: TWINS??? 



  

 

Family Art Night, Monday, May 7, 2018 

 
Kids in kindergarten 
through fifth grade and an 
adult are invited to Family 
Art Night on the first 
Mondays of every month 
from 6:00-7:00 p.m. at Joy 
Lutheran Church. 
 
Please RSVP by May 3 

Feed Our Trojans 

Committed to the cause of eliminating hunger in our community, Joy Lutheran Church is partnering with 
Jenks Community Food Bank to provide meals and snacks to kids on free and reduced lunches during 
the teacher walkout as part of Feed Our Trojans.  

We Need the following: 

Food 

Fruit cups 
Applesauce cups 
Cereal (bowl/cup) 
Oatmeal (Packets) 
Cheese and cracker sandwiches 
Canned food (ravioli, chili) 
Mac & Cheese (cup/bowl) 
Ramen noodles 
Peanut butter (16 oz) 
Granola bars  
Cereal bars 

The following food can be dropped off at Joy Lutheran Church: 9940 S. Yale Ave. Tulsa, OK 74137 
Jenks Community Food Bank: 324 W. Aquarium Pl. Jenks, OK 74137  

Money 

Make monetary donations to Jenks Community Food Bank or Joy Lutheran Church with Feeding Our 
Trojans in the memo.  

Time 

Joy Lutheran Church will assist with organizing and distributing the food if and when the time becomes 
necessary. Contact Alicia Urban (alicia@joylutherantulsa.org) to be added to the notification list or with 
any questions. 



  

 

Congregation Council Update 

As a reminder, here’s a list of our officers and council liaisons for the remainder of 2018: 

President: Susan Humphrey 
Vice President: Ron Peters (also liaison to Caregivers Team) 
Treasurer: Bob Young (also liaison to Finance Team) 
Secretary: Dave Dearhamer 

Worship and Music Team Liaison: Carol Graham 
Witness Team Liaison: Andrew Allen 
Property Team Liaison: Mike Lowe, Jr. 
Hospitably Team Liaison: Ed Reyes 

Ione Allison is our Financial Secretary and Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Alicia Urban serves as council liaison to the Learning Team. 

We had a daylong retreat in March led by our Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Liz Albertson, who led us 
through prayer & Bible study, team-building exercises, and brainstorming sessions on “What Makes for 
an Extraordinarily Great Congregation Council” and “What Makes for an Ideal Council Meeting.” 
Among other things, we agreed to affirm one another often, participate fully in meetings and decision-
making, listen deeply to one another in an effort to find mutual understanding, be open to diverse 
viewpoints and new ideas, treat one another with patience and kindness, and to have each others’ 
backs. 

We are also working to improve communications, and are considering hosting an “all committee night,” 
perhaps on Wednesday, October 10, to facilitate communication, idea generation and mutual support 
between teams. 

Our next council meeting is April 17th at 6:00PM at the home of council president Susan Humphrey, as 
we are experimenting with meeting in council members’ homes over dinner, an idea that came up in 
our brainstorming with Pastor Liz.  Subsequent Council meetings will be Tuesdays at 6:30PM on: May 
15, June 19 and July 17. 

Our executive team called a special congregational meeting on Sunday, March 11, between worship 
services, to consider selling a small strip of land to the City of Tulsa for no less than $11,654.00 for the 
purposes of expanding Yale Avenue. This motion was carried easily by voice vote, and the sale is 
pending final negotiations with the city next week. 

Family Promise of Tulsa County Update 

Preparation to form a local Family Promise network is in the home stretch and preparing to open soon. 
Here’s some things that have come together in the last six months: 
- 14 Host Congregations committed, as well as several Support Congregations  
- Family Promise Center - donated (for $1 a year)  
- Family Promise Van - donated  
- Over $100,000 in the bank from generous donations  
- Elected and installed Board of Directors  
 
Soon we’ll be using our building to house situationally homeless families for a week at a time! It will 
take many volunteers to make this happen, so please begin to prayerfully consider volunteering. 
Families and people of all ages are encouraged to work together. 2-hour-shifts will be available to do all 
sorts of things! More information and a way to sign up is coming soon! 



  

 

Jenks East Math & Literacy Carnival for 1st-2nd Grade, 
May 1, 2018 

1st-2nd Grade Book Drive 
As a part of Joy’s presence at Jenks East 
Elementary’s 1st-2nd grade Carnival Night, we will 
be doing a drawing for one 1st or 2nd grade class 
teacher to win a bunch of books donated from Joy 
Lutheran. The cost of keeping new and relevant 
books in one’s classroom is often overwhelming for 
teachers these days so let’s put together some 
books to donate! Below you will find a large list of 
age appropriate books that Stephanie Mueller has 
graciously put together. If you see one of these 
books at the store feel free to pick it up and bring it 
to church. We will have a book donation box in the 
Narthex. Alternatively if you’d feel more 
comfortable donating to this cause and aren't 
comfortable picking a book out yourself, donations 
will be helpful too. We can use your donation to go 
pick a book out for you! 

If you have any questions please feel free to talk to 
Sister Jennie Myers or Stephanie Mueller. Thanks 
for considering how you can change a child’s life 
through a book! 

-- In Peace, Sister Jennie 

Myers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st & 2nd Grade Book List (picture books, readers and 
beginning chapter books) 

- Chick Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. 
- Brown Bear Brown Bear What do you See?  OR 
Panda Bear Panda Bear What do you See?  By Bill 
Martin Jr. 
- If you Take a Mouse to School or If you Give a Mouse 
a Cookie OR If you Give a Pig a Pancake by Laura 
Numeroff 
- Corduroy by Don Freeman 
- Frog & Toad are Friends (any books in series) by 
Arnold Lobel 
- Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 
- The Giving tree by Shel Silverstein 
- Dr. Suess Readers (e.g Green Eggs and Ham, Cat in 
the Hat, Hop on Pop, My Many Colored Days, Go Dog 
Go) 
- A Fly Went By by Mike McClintock 
- Put Me in the Zoo by Robert Lopshire 
- Henry And Mudge Series (any books in series) by 
Cynthia Rylant 
- Mo Willems books ( e.g. There is a Bird) 
- How Do Dinosaurs Say Good Night? By Jane Yolen 
- Ivy and Bean series (any books) by Annie Barrows 
- Mercy Watson (any books) series by Kate DiCamillo 
- Stink (any books) series by Megan McDonald 
- Claude (any books) series by Alex Smith 
- Lego (any books in series)  (e.g. “Friendship”, “Star 
Wars”, Superheros” etc.) 
- Jig Saw Jones (any books in series) by James Preller 
- Geronimo Stilton (any books in series) by Geronimo 
Stilton 
- Flat Stanley (any books in the series) by Jeff Brown 
- I Can Read Series (Pete the Cat, Flat Stanley, Fancy 
Nancy, Amelia Bedelia  etc.) 
- Eyewitness and DK Series Non Fiction readers 

The Witness Team invites anyone who would be available May 1 from 6:00-7:30 
p.m. to come on over to Jenks East Elementary School (on Harvard and 91st 
Street) to help play a few learning oriented carnival games with 1st and 2nd 
graders. If you’re free and interested we already have put heads together to 
brainstorm some great easy games. We just need some willing hands. Please talk 
to Sister Jennie Myers (540-682-4042) as soon as possible if you think this 
opportunity is calling to you. 

Bonus: If you love sharing with others you meet about Joy and what we’re 
up to, this is a great place to meet young families and share a little about the church you love! 

Please see our Needs List on next page to find out how you can help us prepare for our games 
at Carnival Night. Thank you! 



  

 

Caregivers at Joy     
 

Thank you to all caregiving volunteers in helping/praying and showing your care for one another this 
past year, our combined efforts add up to a big difference to those receiving our thoughts and prayers, 
in addition to other items like visits, helping hands, and driving hands. 
 
Please let us know if you would be interested in joining one of more of our caregiving groups, which 
include:  
  
-- Driving Hands     -- Helping Hands Meals    -- Hospital/Homebound Visits 
 
If you are someone who feels you need some extra care and would appreciate a home visit, a home-
cooked meal or help getting to church please call the church office.  

Outreach and Care at Joy Lutheran 

On March 14
th
 eleven members of Joy Lutheran 

attended the TU Brand Center for an evening to 
learn about Branding. It was an evening of food, 
fellowship and reflection on how advertising works 
for the big brands such as Apple and Nike and for 
the newer brands such as Airbnb and Uber. It was 
also an opportunity for us to reflect on the core 
pieces of any “advertising” campaign. “This 
program (the TU Brand Center) and this industry 
have dramatically changed and continue to evolve 
almost daily”  TU Adjunct Professor Bill Hinkle 
said.  

Our guest speaker laid out the framework. They 
are…  

 Know your Founder 

 Understand the difference between your 
Product  

 and your Brand 

 Be in touch with your Community 

 Clarify your Purpose 

I saw Joy’s connections looking like this 

 Jesus Christ is our founder 

 Our product is Christian Discipleship 

 We are branded as Grace-filled Lutherans 

 Our Community is Joy Lutheran Church 
Congregation and its neighbors (Tulsa, AR-OK 
Synod and the world) 

 Our Purpose…the joyfully celebrate and share 
the Love of Jesus Christ…or Live God’s Love! 

These are my reflections and I would invite your 
questions and discussion regarding how we as a 
congregation might better witness what we believe 
to others.   

-- Susan Humphrey 

Marketing Learning Dinner: Here’s What We Learned! 

School Carnival Night Needs List 

- 20-30 plastic ducks 
-1 large silver tarp 6-8 feet (will be painted on so 
not returned) 
-10 pieces of foam board (poster board size)  
- ping pong balls or old golf balls (30-40)  
- 8 hoola hoops 

- 40 chinet (heavy duty) paper plates 
- 12-14 empty cereal boxes with large letters (e.g. 
Fruit Loops, Corn Flakes, 
Cheerios, Rice Krispies) 
- Any Dr. Seuss hats, 
decorations, signs, bright 
shirts, big bright fun glasses 
etc.  



  

 

      

 

 

     

     

       Family Promise March 2018 Updates 

 
Dear Friends of Family Promise, 

Though it has been a bit of time since our last update, make no mistake, Family Promise of Tulsa 
County is in full swing with lots of action behind the scenes.  To date, we have achieved our past year’s 
goals and are currently in the process of interviewing applicants for our Executive Director 
position.  Spring of 2018 is our target opening.  

We celebrate the following goals achieved: 

·         We recruited a diverse Board of Directors who are actively meeting. 
·         We leased a Family Promise Center site and are in the process of readying it for our opening.     
·         A 15 passenger van was donated for our guests. 
·         A cargo van for transport is available for use. 
·         We raised over $100k  to secure our opening with ongoing fundraising for sustainability. 

  
All of this was achieved by the hard work of our Core Team and caring people like you who have 
invested in this work of promise for Tulsa area families 

We will continue to keep you informed as things progress! 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

With plans to ready our Family Promise Center for 
opening, we are in need of some specific items.  If 
you are able to donate any of these, it would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please contact our Board 
Vice President, Liz Allen at alanandliz@cox.net: 

Large items wish list: 

3 desk chairs  
Living room furniture: (small sofa, 2 arm chairs)

coffee table, end table 
child size table/chairs 

television 
playground equipment 

nightstand 

  

  

URGENT REQUEST  

Rev. Heather Scherer, our Family Promise 
Remodel Contractor, is looking for a couple of 
people who would enjoy doing some demo work 
at our Family Promise Center.  They are taking 
out the main bathroom cabinets and subfloor and 
a partial wall in the kitchen.  If you know of anyone 
who would enjoy this work, please contact her 
asap at 918-853-8872. 

Small items wish list: 

desk lamps (2): end table lamp, nightstand lamp 
trash cans: kitchen, bathroom (2), office (2) 

trash can: Sleeping room 
toaster oven 

toy chest 
ironing board, iron 

children/youth books, toys, games 



  

 

 

Easter Brunch 2018  

Our Joy Family and Friends 



  

 

 
Easter Vigil and Morning Worship 2018  

Bilingual Easter Vigil  Service with 
Communidad de Esperanza, Fellowship LC 



  

 

Kids in Worship! 

Family and Youth 

The annual GrandBuddy Drillers Game is Sunday, April 22 at 
1:05 p.m. against the NW Arkansas. This is a fun event for 

GrandBuddies and/or families to do together.  
 

Please tell Alicia if you plan to attend so we have a headcount. 
However, this is not a Joy sponsored event, so you are 

responsible for getting your own tickets and providing your own 
transportation. Tickets are $5 for the grassy lawn and can be 

purchased on the Drillers website www.tulsadrillers.com.  
 

Special promotions for the day include:  
 Kids 12 and under get a free hot dog, milk, and fruit  
 Drillers digital camo arm sleeve Giveaway to the first 500 kids 12 and under at the 

Oil Derrick and Arvest entrances 
 Kids baseball skills clinic from 11:45-12:15  led by Drillers players and coaches 
 Kids can run the bases after the game 
 

On March  9-10, our Confirmands held their 
Lenten retreat where they studied the Bible 
together and engaged in activities on Friday. 
Saturday morning, they went to Hunter Park 
where they passed out water and dog treats 
at the dog park, picked up trash, and wrote 
inspirational messages in chalk on the side-
walks.  

Congratulations to those we welcomed 
to the table: Matix James, Ducky Lanter,  
Allie Myers, Caleb Myers. 



  

 

Easter Youth Activities 

Thank you to everyone who made our 
Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
celebrations so meaningful and joyful! 



  

 

      Esther Circle 

   At University Village @ 10:00 am 

          April 21, 2018 

As we prepare for Session 4:  The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-20) we will continue to look at how 
Bible stories mean different things to different people. In this session, we consider how the story of the 
Prodigal Son is understood by believers—indeed by Lutheran believers—in different parts of the world. 

Come and join us for discussion and fellowship.  Contact Carol Rowe-- carolrowe@cox.net or Susan 
Humphrey—dabbler54@gmail.com if you have questions about the Esther Circle,  

Wings of Wisdom: Arkansas-Oklahoma Synodical 
Women’s Organization Cluster 4 & 5 Spring Gathering 

April 28, 2018 

I said, “Oh, that I had the wings of a dove!  
I would fly away and be at rest.”  Psalm 55:6 

“Finding and Sharing Wholeness and Peace in Difficult Times" 

 Registration Fee $7.00 
 8:30 am Registration & Coffee 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm Gathering 

      Joy Lutheran Church 
      9940 S. Yale Avenue 
      Tulsa, OK  74137 
      918-299-3292  

  In Kind Gifts for Jenks East  Elementary School Children’s Books (Ages 1st– 2nd Grade) 

mailto:carolrowe@cox.net
mailto:Humphrey—dabbler54@gmail.com


  

 

Finance Ministry 

Finance Committee Meeting 

The next meeting of the Joy Lutheran Church Finance Committee will be held on Monday evening, 
April 9 at 6:00 p.m. Please note the change in day for the April meeting. 
 

The Simply Giving Program 

Are you interested in a more convenient way to provide Joy Lutheran Church offerings? Have you ever 
forgotten or missed an offering to Joy Lutheran Church? It’s called Simply Giving. Simply Giving is a 
simple, safe and practical way for members of Joy Lutheran Church to provide their church offerings 
through electronic funds transfer from their checking or savings accounts. Offerings are deposited 
directly into Joy Lutheran Church’s account. It’s safe and simple. If you would like to enroll, have 
questions or need further information, contact Bob Young, church treasurer at 918-691-2088.. 

Quarterly Statements 

Just a reminder that all offerings and contributions to Joy Lutheran Church received and deposited as 
of March 31, 2018 will be recorded on the first quarter statements of giving. The quarterly statements 
will be distributed in April. 

 

Financial Report 
 
Following is the financial summary of contributions and expenses for the month of February and the 
January 1 – February 28, 2018 year-to-date summary. 
 

Finances For The Month of February 2018

 

Finances Year-To-Date January 1 – February 28, 2018 

 

 

 

 

  Actual Income Actual Expense Net 

General Offering $17,527 $23,378 ($5,851) 

Debt Reduction $2,400 $4,893 ($2,493) 

February 2018 Totals $19,927 $28,271 ($8,344) 

  Actual Income Actual Expense Net 

General Offering $39,790 $49,862 ($10,072) 

Mortgage Reduction $6,121 $9,786 ($3,665) 

Year-To-Date Totals $45,911 $59,648 ($13,737) 



  

 

        Message from Bishop Mike Girlinghouse  

A Wealth of Generosity by Bishop Mike, We 
want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the 
grace of God that has been granted to the churches 
of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of 
affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
on their part.  –2 Corinthians 8:1-2 
  
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, how 
grateful I am for your generosity.   According to our 
2016 Congregational Reports,  56% of our 
congregations in the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod 
had an average worship attendance of under 50 
people a Sunday.   On the one hand, some would 
say that means our congregations are not 
“viable.”  And yet, I know from the time I have spent 
with you, that ministry in the name of Jesus Christ 
continues in powerful ways among you!  On the 
other hand, at the recent Conference of Bishops’ 
meeting, it was reported that the Arkansas-
Oklahoma Synod was above the ELCA average in 
the percentage of our tithes and offerings we share 
beyond our local congregations.  In spite of our 
many local struggles to make ends meet, we 
continue to be generous.  Like the small, scrappy 
Macedonian church in Paul’s time, our abundant joy 
and our (seeming) extreme poverty continue to 
overflow in a wealth of generosity on our part.  For 
that, I am extremely grateful. 
  
Not only are we a synod made up of small 
congregations, the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod, is 
also one of the smallest synods in the ELCA.  With 
around 7500 baptized members in 54 congregations 
and ministries we are the sixty-second largest 
synod in the ELCA (the Alaska Synod, the 
Caribbean Synod, and Slovak Zion Synod are 
smaller.)  Like many small congregations, as a 
synod every day we strive to do the best ministry we 
can with the resources at hand.  It’s a challenge, but 
we have creative and resourceful leaders and synod 
staff.  Your congregation’s mission support is 
the bedrock of the work we do as synod, but we 
are always looking for ways to supplement and 
extend those dollars so that we can serve the 
broadest number of people possible in Jesus’ name. 
  
But what, exactly does a “synod” do?  (Or more 
specifically, the synod staff.) I get asked that 
question a lot.  The truth is much of what we do 
happens in the background of the mission and 
ministry that goes on in the foreground of 
congregational life.  We’re like faithful 
custodians…  you don’t notice their work until they 
stop doing it and the bathrooms get gross and the 
garbage cans begin to overflow.  Your synod staff 
spends a lot of our time answering questions, 

connecting people and congregations to resources, 
helping congregations sort out problems and 
mediating conflicts.  We provide guidance and 
direction to councils, deacons and pastors, worship 
leaders and office managers, members, visitors and 
newcomers.  We gather and share information, 
ideas and news about what is happening around the 
synod and the ELCA in phone calls, text messages, 
the Weekly News, emails and social media.  We 
work with congregations in transition, advising call 
processes, helping congregations find supply and 
interim ministers, sort through financial challenges 
and building issues, and do mission planning.  We 
also (my favorite part) worship with congregations, 
lead workshops, teach classes and bible studies, 
participate in congregation programs and 
activities.  Finally, we represent the synod on 
boards and councils of various types  and connect 
the synod to the wider church, ecumenical partners 
and others in addressing social issues, crises, 
concerns and disasters.  I’m sure I’m forgetting 
something!  
  
All this costs money.  You know that.  But, did you 
know, for example, a visit to a congregation can 
cost the synod between $300-$700?  That covers 
travel expenses (mileage, food, lodging), and salary 
to cover the preparation time, travel time and the 
time spent in the congregation.  A weekend retreat 
can cost double that.  A call process can cost 
several thousand dollars, depending on how long 
the process lasts, the number of visits made and 
how much time it takes to identify and vet 
candidates.  All that is covered by mission support 
and the generous gifts of individual donors!    
  
It is amazing the amount of ministry our small synod 
supports and accomplishes by combining our gifts 
and working together as a synod!  That’s why I am 
so grateful for your partnership, your prayers and 
your financial support.  Together we steward one 
another so that when one congregation needs 
support, others step up, and when others need 
support that one, in turn, responds.  By doing that, 
the mission of Jesus Christ continues across our 
three states!  
  
Again, thank-you… and please keep your mission 
support coming!  

-- Peace, Bishop Mike 



  

 

Enphase Energy maximizes your solar energy production and keeps you informed about your system. 
Your monthly energy report shows how your system performed and how much you contributed to 

offsetting the global carbon footprint. Your Carbon Offset for this month: 1,220 lbs 

You have offset the equivalent of 14 Trees 

Week Peak Power Energy Produced 

03/01/2018 - 03/07/2018 5.97 kW 195 kWh 

03/08/2018 - 03/14/2018 6.06 kW 227 kWh 

03/15/2018 - 03/21/2018 5.65 kW 197 kWh 

03/22/2018 - 03/28/2018 5.93 kW 109 kWh 

03/29/2018 - 03/31/2018 5.64 kW 71.9 kWh 

March 2018 Total: March 2018 Total: 801 kWh 

Monthly Energy Production Report for Joy Lutheran Church 


