
March 31, 2019 
 

Welcome to Joy! 

 
 

 “This son of mine was dead and is alive again” 

Luke 15:24 

  

 

 
Celebrating and Sharing the Love of Jesus Christ 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent                     March 31, 2019 
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of 

God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has 

“rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his 

prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! 

PRELUDE                   Dr. Alice Brook             

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                          Pr. Jon Myers                 
Please sign the white book found at the end of each pew. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem 

us, anoint us, and make us new. 

C   Amen. 

P   In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of 

mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P   God at the margins, 

C   We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way. 

We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your 

people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, 

but turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome 

is clear, and your love overflows. 

Amen. 

P   Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in 

the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet 

you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from death 

into life. 

C   Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                         God Loved the World                      ELW 323 

 

 
 

GREETING 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C   And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P   The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 

P   Let us pray.  

C   God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with 

your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at 

the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST LESSON                           Joshua 5:9-12 

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the 

miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring 

their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 

 

The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 

And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal 

they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of 

Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the 

land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the 

produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land 

of Canaan that year. 

L   The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God.  

PSALM: 32 

 

Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 

  and whose sin is | put away! 

 2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 

  and in whose spirit there | is no guile!   Refrain 
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 3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 

  because of my groaning | all day long. 

 4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 

  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. 

 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 

  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the 

guilt | of my sin. 

 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 

  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.   Refrain 

 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 

  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 

 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 

  I will guide you | with my eye. 

 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 

  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.” 

 10Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 

  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 

 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 

  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.   Refrain 

SECOND LESSON                      2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed 

into newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s 

resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth. 
 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 

once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So 

if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since 

God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

L   The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God.  
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CHILDREN'S SERMON                                                    Pr. Jon Myers    
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL VERSE 

 

GOSPEL                                Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

P   The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats 

with them.”  3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The 

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong 

to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered 

all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 

living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, 

and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 

country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself 

with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came 

to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, 

but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’  
20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the 

son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son.’ 
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 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 

him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and 

let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

  25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He 

replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got 

him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out 

and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have 

been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have 

never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this 

son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 

fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that 

is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead 

and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”  

P   The Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                                                Pr. Jon Myers         
We observe a brief silence for reflection 
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The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Our Father, We Have Wandered               ELW 606 

 



 10 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.) 

P These persons have come to us from another church, and desire to make public 

affirmation of their Baptism.     
 

Oleta Calvert & Nancy Sies 
  

P  Dear friends, we rejoice to receive you, members of the one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church, into our fellowship in the Gospel. 
 

In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his 

Church. In the community of God's people, you have learned from his Word God's loving 

purpose for you and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and called to 

be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith 

in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we 

baptize. 
 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

R I do. 
 

P  Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

P People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life 

in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

P Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together let us joyfully celebrate and 

share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the 
church, for people in need, and for all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A God of abundant grace, guide your church to look upon people as you look upon them, 
with compassion and as deserving of mercy. Shape us to be worthy ambassadors of 
Christ. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Bestow dignity on migrant and seasonal farm and factory workers. When the time 
comes for them to leave jobs, provide new ways for them to make a livelihood. Hear us, 
O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Inspire musicians and poets (like John Donne, whom we commemorate today) to point 
to your unfathomable beauty and creativity. Enhance our vision of your holiness through 
their works. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Protect and preserve all people who look to you to be their hiding place. Be their 
respite from trouble, and give them hope. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A Erase the pain of trauma and the shame and stigma of social contempt. Change the 
hearts of those who bully or mistreat others, and heal broken relationships. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A Invite your whole company of saints into eternal, joyful feasting. When we question 
your abundant mercy, soften our hearts to receive the gifts of faith and love. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

P Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; 
through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen.  
 
PEACE 

P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C   And also with you. 
Please be seated. 
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OFFERING  

Ten percent of undesignated offerings are shared with the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod and the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to support ministry around the global, including 

Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. To make a gift electronically, go 

to joylutherantulsa.org, find the "give" button in the upper right-hand corner, and follow the 

directions. You have the option to cover the modest fees. 
 

Please stand as you are able 

OFFERTORY   Create in Me a Clean Heart                       ELW 188 

 

http://joylutherantulsa.org/
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A   Let us pray. 

C   Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our 

every need. Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, and transform them 

into a feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

 
 

The presiding minister continues 

P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P   Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 

C   We praise you, O God. 
 

P   Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 

wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

C   We bless you, O God. 
 

P   We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who 

suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

C   We thank you, O God. 
 

P    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 

mystery of faith: 

C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P   We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your 

people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through 

Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

C  Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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P   Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 

Please be seated.  All baptized Christians are welcome to receive this meal.  The ushers 

will direct you forward to receive communion.  There is both red wine and white grape 

juice; those not receiving the sacrament are invited forward for a blessing.  

 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

A   The body of Christ, given for you. 

A   The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

C   Amen. 

 

COMMUNION        Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN                   Just As I Am, without One Plea          ELW 592 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

P   May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you  

in his grace. 

C Amen.   
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN        Now, Lord              ELW 200 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A   Let us pray.  

C   Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning 

our emptiness into joy. Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of 

reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace 

among all people, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING 

P   God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, who spreads his arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, ☩ bless you and bring you to life everlasting. 

C   Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                    My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                          ELW 597 
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DISMISSAL 

A   Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

CHIMES    Representing the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
 

          

 

 

 Thank you to our Worship Assistants 
 
8:30 a.m.   11:00 a.m.  

Greeters:  Ione Allison   Rosemarie McDonald 
       Ed McDonald 

Ushers:  Tom Pigg   Needed 

   Steve Studtmann  Needed 
Crucifer: Greta Mueller   Open 

Acolyte: Mary Smith   Open 
Cantor: Roger Meyer   David Humphrey 
Lector: Lori Estrem   Needed 
Comm Asst: Lila Martini   Jean Dearhamer 

   Stephanie Mueller 
Altar Guild: Ione Allison   Nancy Pellegrino 

Host:  Lila Martini   Andrew Allen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e Liturgy is reprinted from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23544.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  Hymns 

reprinted under One License #A-712928. All rights reserved.                                                                                    


