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Liturgical Colors 
Black  The liturgical color for Ash Wednesday 

symbolizing ashes, mourning and death. 

Blue  The liturgical color for Advent,  
 symbolizing Christian hope. 

Green  The liturgical color for the seasons after 
Epiphany and Pentecost symbolizing 
growth. 

Purple  The liturgical color for Lent, symboliz-
ÉÎÇ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÒÏÙÁÌÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÐÅÎÔÁÎÃÅȢ 

Red  The liturgical color used on the day of 
0ÅÎÔÅÃÏÓÔȟ 2ÅÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÁÉÎÔÓȭ ÁÎÄ 
ÍÁÒÔÙÒÓȭ ÄÁÙÓȟ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ   
dedications and anniversaries.  It            
symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit and 
the blood of the martyrs (people who have 
died for their belief in Jesus). 

Scarlet  A deep red liturgical color used from 
the Sunday of the Passion (also called Palm 
Sunday) through Maundy Thursday;      
symbolizes the blood of Jesus. 

White  The liturgical color used on Festivals of 
Christ (including Christmas, Epiphany, 
Easter, The Presentation of Jesus at the 
Temple and The Annunciation of his birth 
ÔÏ -ÁÒÙɊ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ (ÏÌÙ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ 
Sundays.  It symbolizes the purity, light, 
and joy of Christ. 
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People, Places, and Things  
in the Church  

 

Alb The alb is a white robe that symbolized the holiness that 

comes when we are baptized.  The alb may be worn by clergy 
and laity (assisting ministers, acolytes, and others assisting in 
worship). You can see a picture of an alb on page 7. 

 

Chasuble  The chasuble is the poncho-like robe the pastor 

wears during Holy Communion.  The chasuble is a reminder 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ (ÏÌÙ 
#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÁÐÔÉÚÅÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ   

 

Stole  A stole is a long, narrow vestment that originated as a 

sort of kerchief. People used them as a general work cloth. 
 /ÖÅÒ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÒÅ× ÉÎ ÌÅÎÇÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÙÏËÅȱ ÏÆ  
 service to Christ (Matthew 11:29a). Stoles are usually only 

worn by the pastor. You can see a picture of a stole on the 
next page (page 7). 

 

Season A period in the church year, such as Advent and Lent. 
 

Advent  The four-week season of preparation for Christmas. 
 

Lent  The 40-day (excluding Sundays) season of penitence 

ÂÅÆÏÒÅ %ÁÓÔÅÒȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÃ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ΦΡ ÄÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ  
 wilderness. 
 

Acolyte  A person who lights candles, and assists with the 

collection of offering and communion cups in worship. 
 

Cantor  A person who leads the singing and some spoken 

responses in worship. 
 

Crucifer A person who carries the processional cross into 

worship ahead of the Acolyte. 
 

Lector  The person who reads the first and second readings from 

the Bible in worship.  The person preaching usually reads the 
passage from one of the four Gospels. 

 

Ushers The people who help pass out bulletins, direct others to 

their seats and help collect the offering are Ushers.  There are 
usually two Ushers at each service. 

Alb 

Chasuble Stole 

Lector 

Acolyte 
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People, Places, and Things  
in the Church  

 

Altar The table on which the bread and wine are placed is called 

the Altar because it reminds us that Jesus sacrificed his body 
and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 

Chancel The chancel is the front part of the church where the 

pastor stands.  At Joy it is raised up one step from the floor.  
 

Nave The place the congregation gathers for worship, as  

 opposed to the front part of the church, from which the  
 pastor leads the service.  
 

Sanctuary  Some churches use sanctuary to mean the  

 chancel and nave together.  We use this term because it is a 
place for quiet, reflection, and protection from the world 
around us. 

 

Pulpit (also called a Lectern or Ambo) The pulpit is the place from 

which the Bible readings for the day are shared, and where the 
pastor preaches the sermon.   

 

Pew Originally, Christians stood for worship, and that is still the case 

in many Eastern Orthodox churches (where services can last up to 
three hours.)  Pews were first used in the middle ages and  

 because of their practicality, have now spread to some Orthodox 
churches too. 

 

Baptismal Font The place where baptisms are celebrated. Every 

baptismal font has a bowl/basin that catches the water poured 
during the sacrament.  We  use water during baptism as a sign of 
cleansing and rebirth as God's Children. 

 

Paschal Candle Sometimes called the Easter candle, the Paschal 

candle is the largest candle in the sanctuary that symbolizes  
 *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÔÒÉÕÍÐÈ ÁÔ  Easter over the darkness of death and sin.  The 
 Paschal candle is  usually positioned by the  Baptismal font, but 

during the Easter season, it can be moved to a central place in the 
ÃÈÁÎÃÅÌ ÁÓ Á ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ  

 

Narthex The Narthex is the space outside the doors to the sanctuary 

where people can gather to talk before and after worship.  The word 
Narthex comes from the Greek language for "vestibule" or "portico" 
and reminds us that some of the words we use in and to describe the 
Church go back thousands of years to the time of Jesus. 

Altar 
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The Order of 

Service 
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Our service begins with everybody 

coming together and being 

×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ  

We l c o m e  a n d  
A n n o u n c e m e n t s 



Page 7 

G a t h e r i n g  H y m n 

The Gathering 

Hymn helps set 

the tone for the 

entire service. We 

ÓÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

love and the great 

things God has 

done for us.  


